Things to do if your policy is challenged:

OK....time for me to think about this now: what to do (essentially a bullet list of short statement items.

• Call SPLC to report the move and for legal advice

• As them why and try to get their reasoning in writing. Try to keep the communication channels open so you and students know the reasoning and details

• Know whether the changes come from the board of education or from administrators. If the board, did they make the changes in an open meeting? If they have not made the decision yet, when will they and can discussion occur.

• If administrators or the board are involving legal assistance, know if, and how, these people have similar cases or incidents before. Preparing aware of their arguments might enable you to anticipate and counter them

• If you have any meetings scheduled to discuss possible changes, see if you can arrange to have legal counsel familiar with scholastic media law present (especially if the other side does)

• Know your state’s education codes and state First Amendment laws. It is possible you have language that can protect you 

• If whoever is making/suggesting a change has replacement language, obtain a copy and prepare responses, legally and educationally

• Seek and prepare individuals and groups (from students, parents and commercial journalists) to ask questions and to be observers of the process

•Prepare a process to keep the discussion about change in the public's eye

•
