Advantages to ending prior review

By Dianne Smith

• It will return to student journalists the First Amendment rights guaranteed to them.

• it will ensure that journalistic standards are met, as long as the school district places a qualified, certified journalism or media teacher/adviser in the program to work with student journalists.

• It will ensure a diversity of opinions, both popular and unpopular, can be voiced.

• It will teach the student journalists that they alone are responsible for their actions and that no one else will accept responsibility for their failures or successes.

• It will allow students the freedom to explore new ideas and concepts in a nonthreatening way.

• It will teach students the importance and necessity of critical thinking skills.

• It will teach students that their ideas have merit.

• It will teach students the importance of the US Constitution and Bill of Rights, and will encourage them to honor and embrace these ideas as they grow into mature adults.

•  It will return to student (and community) readers their rights to be informed in a nonthreatening way about issues that affect them.

• It will teach readers that tolerance of other viewpoints is expected.

• It will provide a structured place for students to have a voice without having to resort to such alternatives as underground newspapers and Web sites established for the purpose of publishing censored materials.

• it will allow issues affecting students to be explored with the school community.

• It will demonstrate to students and the community that the school not only teaches the concepts put forth in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights but also puts them into practice.

• It will open the door for new opportunities and awards for student journalists and the school that are not available to schools that practice prior review and censorship.

• It will provide the local community with a reliable, independent source for school news.

• It will lessen the legal and financial liability for content of the student media for the school and the administrator.
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